[Evaluation of level of expression of p16 (INK4a) in endocervical lesions of uterine cervix].
The incidence of malignant and premalignant endocervical glandular lesions is increasing. Several research groups have recently used the protein p16 (INK4a) as a possible diagnostic biomarker of cervical cancer. The objects of study were to evaluate whether the specificity of p16 (INK4a) expression in is sufficient for distinguishing normal, dysplastic and neoplastic endocervical epithelium. Paraffin-embedded samples of diagnostic biopsies and surgical materials were used. Control group included biopsy samples from 10 patients with normal findings. We examined 20 samples with different pathologic endocervical lesions. Monoclonal antibody against p16 was used (DAKO). In control samples we did not find any p16 (INK4a)-positive cells. Overexpression of p16 (INK4a) was detected in samples of cervical dysplasia and invasive carcinomas. Overexpression of the protein p16 (INK4a) is typical for dysplastic and neoplastic epithelium of cervix uteri. p16 (INK4a) may be regarded as a supplementary test for routine diagnostics of cervical lesions.